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Napolom Le bom cn tbe lsLsd of Gorgica'

At the age of nlne, llgpolecn.nas aclnltted to 6 mllltsy Ecbool in
1l;;;.-"rror tfr"t'ti; mr b brau no otlpr tlfe t6an the an41.

At ths age of slxtselrr be uas appoi-:rted a second ll'enrtpaaot in the

aft,i'l'l grJr.

Ilp to the outbreak of the lrmcb !vof3ti9n, llapoleonrg csl.eer CiC

not look r"ry p"Jot;itg. But lhe RovoLutioir sudae'rrty^ crponed tP nert

prosoects for hfn. -1F61 qt" f"ll of the norosrchyt he-strye{ cntd"H;-d; It"ffiIi;: --H. G"*" * ardent &aclr- latrlot srd Jao-

obi.n.

Naoolocnls role in recayrturbg of tt-r9 port of Toulcn l!.on tbe rcryal-

1!fffri ;h;-&'stisb i,c 'l:rt€; of tt:rJ vec. earnsd his ! Prmotio
t; ""pt"lr 

to"[riga,iler general ad altracted the notice of m in'
fl'entlal politlJ.il; Ba"*; dro Later trrroved of assi-stsrce to hin'
Napoleon Ge nos just 2{ 5rears o3'd-

Ihe fal1 of Robespiege brought Bonaparte a-teqgorary reversal.of for-
t*ru.-fi. *r ""Srt"a-"t 

a Ierrorlsi, deprlved of his coruiLssicn, ao
briefly irqprisoned.

fubsequsnt'ly, borrver, Barra.u htd hi-q put in charge of t'be defgnse of
the Cqrwnticn rhen ii l|,as threatened ty,m upri'sille in october of
1795 arLd his g,rccess in this ""[".p"i*" 

$rq 
"^;ua 

thj farpus onhiff of
ii"ilrri"til-;s;;;i-lrrc parieian jn'surcgnts) -led to l:is appointnent as

il;il;; i,,"otaur of t5e arr{v of tho rnterior'

Barras. nov one of the Brectorg in t'be nev governrnent, cLrLtiva+"ed lla-

;:l-*Tt :'iIi=E "H:li * :ru:xf"g3'll*b.3T:i'::,ffi:.:t'H"J3:foff ntstressq
of an aristocrlti;-**tfu. *,uo Ga ai"a on the guilloblne &ging t'1rc

Terrcr. *,o *"-Jd-r;t; ni,s- seniort l:3 ty. 
"t1+dj 

n'-and rms d'th-
out a fortune, t^ti1"f.t-i;"t _t:qgoi"*'fet-l violsntly ln lore uith her

ila Lr*iud h6r on i.iarcb 9, 1796.

17g5 17y1. Napolconrs ftaL5pn CnrrFa5.gr. tug d4rs befor'o his narriaEe to Josephiner

he r's qopci,.te<I to ilfiHa"t,ts-F"*-c; uttry ln lta\y. Iiere he first
denonstratedh:isq""ifti*asarrll'itarygerrius;-bni3iecetlnoffensive
**#"{,-; p"*t pb"a; ur groat :pued and nobility ard orr s:rprise
attacks to cliscon*"iJL-ffit; Ttti" carpaign.Ps a succgss' rercving
Austria flon the '.t*-(iilV-*i-dri;; 

i"& 
"&U165 

lta3.'')' 'iiapoleon:rs

reputaticn as m outsisraing general uas establishec and ho 'lres nov a

natlcnal horo.

1795. The French oecrpied none eo.d proclalne<i the Ilono ib:rubl-ic. Pcrpc Pius

vI (;#;;gd'=;"-a"r*o "qtivo 
to southern ibance 

-*t*t be ciec in

the next Yoar'!
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llapoleon outline 2

fi9;fln Bc,naqrartotg EEXrptian crupalgn ln !,rlaich he is eventr:alJy defeated. IIs
tool'. Bn axly ty- *u to Eb?tr uhero he hoped to sever Englsrdrs life-
line to India. lle easily doieat€d 1fts Egiptians, brtrt the English a&
rrba1. Hortatlo llelson, sank the Frenrch fleet aoar the nouth of the
Nile.' llapoleonts a:ny, trapped 6 Egpi, was socll--decinsted by dls-
eas6 and clysenta:y. In the nldst of thls crlsis, Napole.'_n heard that
the Dractory lras ln clar'ger of fq'lling and that sorp of the Dlroctong
ra:ted to crlate a rrllltary dlctatcrshlp. Ieaving hi.s arrry ta Ep3ptr

1799.

he nade his wa3r secretdtrr back to &aorcs to offor hla serr|ces to tbs
conE:irators.

On l.loveebor p, liapoleon forced the Legislators.to sbollsh the Dfu'so.
torv and sirUsiitu'te a new gover:lunsrt tcrorar as th€ Consulatcr- lllth
;hi; dln-af"i"t the lbonch F'evolutlo bad core to an eard' To Frencb-

rnsr *.4iailsteA Uy years of rwolutlon, temor, srd eccaronic instabllity,
ilupofuoo se*ed tt Uo t'he guarantor bot'n of the gains of the &voh'r-
tim md of ordc.

17g%1BO4. &.o (bngulato. llapoleon beld the tj.u.e of tr5rst Con$rl but uss vlr-' 
bual dictator of trlance. fn August of 18@ he becarr''e ccnrsl:L for 1ije.
&re only renaining step was to becorrc r-*peror I

1799-1801. Qs.ing th5.o period ltrapo1"q 1d a sories of guccessfu-l caqra{eas 9-
gainsE tne coafitlon 

-ttrat 
&qafandr Austrtr 

-and 
ErussLa had forned to

ciefeat hlm. IiostiLitles endod tle 1801 and did not bresk out again €sl

any najor scale untll 1805.'

1801. furjng tbis tntorlude of peace, llapolgon took the opporturl_q ts_ fuc*.
tica1lv resbape the rnap of Gernany md the destlny qf the oId_HoIy lro-
n'* g'Jp51.". ltis por.pr to do thlg stenred Ilon the Treaty of Basl
T;J"d"d-uy frairce nlth Pruqs{a i:r 1?95)- and frm lbocere treatl€s
vith Austrfa-C':"lpcfornlo tn fi% ancl lamdvilte in 1801. Througb. tbese
treatieg France acquired n]'l the Ger:rnan territories lJfj$g along_the left
(;;at-;*lot the hrrine. rargar comentg (p"ge 6Tt) thit the-Tbeatv
of ir&dviu.e of 9 February 1801 practtcally tuvolwd ttre des.tJgcfolgu, of
the i{olf Ronan &spfr.e ! So this ls a signiflcart date althoWb tbe flhal
dsrnise bt ttra Erylre diC not cone rntil 1806 tsee below).

1g01. Concordat betr'em Fbance 3c'rd the Pryac,y. h srother- fipor^tant.,step to-
lrar.d beconing lbly i?op"" Elperor i:r,ermy--s_9Pse of the pltJ.er. Napoleon

cme to an alr.erent uith the Porpe (Pius Vlt, 1800-16a3) rAfcn recon'
cjJ.eC their dlfferenc€s, but onty fc a short tiloe. For detalJ.s of tbe
agree:rontr see page 535 ln tbe Uainsifsle' text.

1803. the loulsi6'ra h.rchasa. hesident $rornas Jefferson successfhlJ;rtregotl-
ated the acquisltion cf IoulsLana f,ron lbace for lil5rOOOrOOO. &e
greatest 1.gaJ,.€state bargain of history, it doubled t&e sLzo of the
[l"f.t"a $tatest Thls area included not br*y tfre preseat'state of lorr.
isima md the vital port of l{ev 0r1eans, but also the inmnse t€rrl'.
tory exteadS.ng northuarcls as fg as Caacla and rrestusd 1!on ths Vdss-
tssip'pt &ivar-to the Rocky lbunt$lla, a vast.5eglgn encorpassing-mll'
ovuiine nilllon squar€ Dalest Ihts uas anot]er Lrportant s-tep lT. the
rellnquishlng of tlre birthrleb! lrg:slngs ty trs*"^to 'losepb tn trp

""d";;;il8,-$:f,;,r-;;;ffiil, 
ah;;I;* of rhe z?0iveat parrod be-

glxr
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Napolecnr outlln€

18Ol{,,

1905.

1w.

Bcnaparte ts quroclllmd r{peror aa [apoleco I (t8o4-t814 or 1815). ge
nae_1nocl3h$ ty_tbe !g!gt€ ad tclbrarate o l{ay 18, and cosocrated
ar ParLs by P1p€ Plue Vl[ o bceaber 2. Ia tbs- ct liry of the Lq"e"-
elvo mrenongr 5:r lotra egg, [rpoLacn took tbs sror& tq tbe surirrrsea
pgpar- tr:ned hls -back cn !rn, ad fac{'g tbe sudieaoe, placed tbe- crora
rpm hlt oro hsad. . b tJrle psnnar hs procla{q€d to the-pc,pe ard aLL
otbaro.pre"*! h* ladepadmoe 9f 1ry 9ar!,hly artborlbyl -Ey thls, ad
nagr ot&er actt, Napol.eq demstratod tlat be rregarded-hhsLu as'tha
successor of Pepla ad Gharlsnagtra-that bs ras the nev lloly lbglu Eas-
porc I

!og"-u"$e bostlrlttea begal agalnjn 1805. lborn tblg tlm cn, rnill
Napolemls defeat ten years 19ter, &aoe rng aLnost cmstotly'at nee!
&e by ewnta of 1805 rprt t&ss6-!

Fo&net{r.n p;[ f.[g lrrr.a Qpel{!{"?l^ Jotrlrg hglaoa rnre A'strla, &raala,
ord $1saeo. $aLa rres e]ll,ed dtb &gc.
Brttre d Ell. 0a October fl napo].ecn defeatad Augtrla.

Bettla ef IbFlqlpry.. h October ?1 the Eag1ish iraWr rnder tbe ccmuad
of Iord &nafa U* Nelm, faoua Brttlsb a&lral, dsieated tbs hach
ad $pmrsb fleetrtnrt lbst hla ll'fe tlr ti€ battle. Ibla rns tba d:lgle
uet i-rportet d€feat of Nryolaco befora l{aterloo becsusa lt mat tbst
hace bad lost ocotrol of t&e r€. If th€ Brltd.sh had logt thls bat-
tle, Nqlplem uou1A ultlnately have rrca tbe rs srd besr able to &aep
Burope b total atrbJeot^lo, &rssla notrdtbstcadjag. &Ls vlctcry Uib
t'be nsval prFr of &anos od establlshed BrltsLn as tbo nlstreei of
t&e c€as tbro€bdut t&e 19ttr wrtr.uqyl lna NapofeCIn t.las n€ver able a-
gala to threatan hgfr"d rrltb bvaslclr. Bor*ver, be oortlaued to be
atilE to 4onJnato n'lr rn{'l{fary canEaigls ao lAd ca the Ca6tr5*X.

Battle gf ltsfellif,z. h lbcmbr 2 of tbis e€rrtfir-L year, Napolecn
m blg nost spectao:lar vlctor1r. &re mblled &Etrisn aid {rssiar
arrles rpre dole"t9d, tb€ lqstriana baetiJy agreed to a tnrce, and tbE
Russiars retreatedl

Uttl &rstrta defteated 66 &reda llo retreat, Napole€n follored rp hls
rrlctory rdth a ccuplete reorgs'lizatlcn of lbe Gcaa stat€s. lle abol-
Lgbed 

-the Eoly no&an farylre (eoe nsxt ftod qd ellralnated rnary of ths
st'ql[6 Germn prbelpalLtl.eg. Out of tbasa petty stst€s he created a
eatelltte systea coryoeed of fotrteen larger states datch rpre ualted
tn a gmfedgallcg]. o,I lbB eire of r&loh $apolecm rras plesldent. so,
ae ln each era of the e@ blre, thic resurrectLm, also bad trp
parta as the fuage in DEd€l 2 bad trrc legsr-Frmcs ltslf ad the
Gerun Ccnfederaticn. $.t&ort g6s Garmr rrryport, Napolecols por€r
rpuld bava bea graatlf dlnLal&ed.

&d of l&e H"ly &@ Errgrl"e- Napoleco brought m end to the otflie of
Holy Ronan Fqrsror. On Ar€ust 6tb, 1606, &acJ.o II, tbe Austrfaa Fap€r-
or resl4ned ftorn ttto !ryerlal offl.cr gtvlag t+ tbe old LuperlaL e.rora.
Qne tboussrd ad edx yoara aft€r tbe croralng of Qrarlmqgne at gt. Pe-
terlg tn Bon ttr 600 A.q" tbe rprldls rcst rtnarahlle lnstltuti.co hsd
fallml

Page 3
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llapo1eo, outllne

1805.

18{'7,,

1809.

1812.

1813''

1814.

181/F1815.

1815.

t,

Bett'te g(J.gAl. Napolecn defeated PnrssLa. $g ftaln Rnrsslan arales
mre corylet€lJ rcuted aad qutckly lbll to plecee. NapoLecn occrrpl€d
Berlla. loctouer eZ.)

&ttt,e of $Jpdtrydr Nqpolecn defeated the &rssians in Jr.ae. lbus, J.11

three canpaigns ln threer successiv€ yoars, l{apolem had defBatad tbir 3
strmgest pot€rs on the Cottbat-AustrLi, Prtrssla, &re*"a-ata eshb-
llsbed his poslticn as rsstor of Errope. '

F""ttrr ol $t..l$- A fer*r rpeks after lbteaJ.and, llapoLecnr od &ryaror
Alexoder I of fussta held a drrynatlc rmeting i:ear- TiJslt. Alexadc
recognized llapolecarlg aFrenacy in the rast, ry"d Napolem agroed not
to Lnterrrcne !r &rsslars lnt€rr3al affairs or her Ball{an pollcy. Ea
nas norr at ttre strlmlt of hls polar. A11 Enrope, savr fni+aa, was tp
sone degree r.urder hls nrle. But ton thfs pofnt on hls iorbrlres r.ere
oa tho descart.,

Pr"nh'lernq ulth l&e 3$erg. Qrers bad been gror.riag frichica betr.eern !la-
polecn ad Pius VII &on 1805 on aft€r the i-ryerial corotratlon. Tbere
had been dlfflcultlee ln r*orking out the Goncordat of 1801i snd l{apolecn
had us€d htglFh&ded mthode la derpriving tho Pope of som of his ter-
ritories. qo llay 1?, 18Cf, the Papd States r"ere declared incoqporated
vlth trbsrce. Pius replied blr scrulutantcat.{ng l{apoleoo (Jrne 10), uber*.
'"pcn tbe elperor had hi.n anest€d (July 6) ad takm to Sorcnrae nog
Geaosr drare he uas held prisoner. Plus ccntinued hts attihrd6 of op-
positioo ad la 1812 usg remwed to Fontajnebleatr. (!ls lms fleed afier

on the lbeastn is not aluays soothl lbess hostil.6 relaticns betr,een
church and state ar''e slgniflceart becar"rso it mms that fton thls poiat
on thE Qrurch viIL *rpport al't. tbe engtligg of l{spCIleont

Invas{c?r g;f Russla" Ae lustrta and_qnrssia prepare to flght Napolem
gga!3, he jnvadeg &resia la JrarE' trn Septernter tfre &each ocorpted
Moscow, but the fussfuns have lefb the cllf vacmt. Ilapoleonti boops
are fcrced to retrac's thelr stepe out of ]\.usla. Tlrey n ftar so.rereiy
fron hrarger, co1d, and ?r:.ssian _srtpers I }tapoleon Lefb h!.s arny ard
hastonsd to Ps'ls arivl-ng llr bcarnber.

Bettla gl lc{nalg. &r October l{apolecn is defeat€d ty Pn"rssj.a, Rtssia,
and Austrla. llapolecn lost about tr*o-fl116s of hls mn ad rcireated -

back across tbe !binE..

T.r Ap"U llapolam abdicatad; be is edted to ttra i*lad of S.bq.

1}," C*g"ess of Vie,nna mdod the nars of the Napolecnic €rae

&e lluldr"d &ys (Uar"U 2O to June 29) nerbd tbe perlod of l.Iapolemls
brlef retrxre to porrr fu lbae.

Bettlg gf lrhtpiloo-__ on Jrns 18 l{apolecar is defeated by the Enetisb amy
led by tbe lhb of llelll.ngto, at{ry the Enrssrnn arry led bBliicbar 

-

cord Gnel.ssrau. ;

. -Seeqsl AhU"petirq q[ }{egrolecm. (hr Jrne 22 Napoleon abdlcated for ths last -
fime. ts"e ig bml_shsd to Sto Hetena r&sre be dted !!ay 51 19e1.
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